Ardgenavan

Before the new road from the head of Loch Fyne to Inveraray, Ardgenavan cottage had only a front door entry with a largish porch and some land at house level to the front with a wide path and a garden border.  This was all removed to widen the road with a small porch was erected along with a narrow path.  A back door was built along with a six foot wide walkway along the back of the cottage with a retaining stone and cement wall which was later covered in with corrugated iron sheeting.  An inside dry toilet was created at the end of the walkway.  A water supply was piped in from the burn which ran down beside the house.  This dried up with a long spell of dry weather with alternative water carried from the bigger Craig burn about a mile towards Inverarary.

The Cottage croft had a byre for the cow and calf which grazed in the field or park as it was called which provided hay and some other root crops for the family.

Fire places and chimneys were on the gable ends of the cottage fuelled by coal and wood.  A Kettle on a “swee” provided boiling water for tea and cooking.  A solid iron was also heated beside the fire and put into a thick stocking to heat up the linen sheets at bedtimes.

Coal was brought round the lochside crofts and cottages with a horse and cart from Ardkinlas House which required a community effort to offload bulk coal shipments brought in coal boats to Cairndow.  The biggest horses going first out to the bay as the tide dropped, with smaller ones later as water levels dropped further in a race against the returning incoming tide.


We seemed to be able to see in the dark better at this time, as cycling about on the road at night without lights was a routine activity for many family members.  Although later regarded as a severe crime which police officers from outwith the area came to enforce, which saw locals resorting to interesting evasive measures.
Cooking was by a paraffin fuelled stove which later gave way to electricity was a great improvement.





Lighting was by paraffin fuelled “tilley” storm lamps which were a great source of both light and heat!  They worked on a pressure system primed up with a small hand pump.  They had very fragile mantles which required the lamps to be handled with care.





They were preceded by paraffin lamps with wicks which offered a flickering adjustable flame which gave off some smoke.  Candles were also used. 








