Church Cottage North – Patsy MacPherson

Patsy, Willie and their family moved to Church Cottage North in 1964

And why was that ?

Just Ben Coutts (the factor) asked us if we would like to go and we went.

A better house probably  and more convenient ?  

Aha and more convenient

D’you not remember Mrs Dougie never spoke to me ever since,  I put her out.

And where did she have to go ?

She went to the wee cottage at the head of the loch , Bridge Cottage.   And then they went away all together to .. Kilchrenan ?

Who were they then ? Dougie and Curly’s Mum and Dad they had been were at Croitachonie first.

No not in the same house as us, the one Elma and Donald had been in, where Willie’s father and mother had been. High Croitachonie we called it.

 When you flitted to Church Cottage who flitted you ?

 The wee lorry again,  Sam Keith and  Walter did he not ??    I think Willie had the wee lorry and Sam Keith had the jeep and the trailor.

Margaret and Netta  helped me clean when I went into Church cottage.  She (ie Mrs Cameron ) had the paper of that wall, she had the key off the cupboard  in the kicthenette, she had the key thrown in the fire in the Trueburn, when I was cleaning it,  I found the key.  And up the stair she had pulled it off,  the paper.  Same in every room.  Mararget and Netta helped me clean it up.

Was it a warmer house Croitachonie or Chuch cottage ?  

Well it depended how you fired them.

Did you get on with your neighbour in church cottage ?

Oh yes  I got on alright  with her.  

You were neighbours for a long time  You  did a lot for her too.

She was funny at times Ella but I got on fine with her.  I did get on with her.

She was awful good to Andrew.  She used to baby sit for Andrew, every Saturday night.

Those were the days when people went to the pub.  Now no one goes to the pub.

Then if I had the shinty boys in the evening,  then she would come in and she enjoyed herself, she would enjoy herself.

So you moved into church cottage in 1964, what was it like then 

It was alright, done up, it was done up before that for Willie Poops, (Thomson)  it was alright.  

What was it like , you come in the front door…………. ?

The living room was to the left and the big room was to the right.  

What was the living room like ?   What did you cook on ?

It was an open fire   because the kitchenette and the bathroom had been put on and there was a Trueburn in the kitchenette.  The bathroom was to the left and the kitchenette was to the right. At the end of that wee passage the backdoor was there.   And up the stair there was two bedrooms.

Was there fires in them ?

No just in the big room and the kitchen. 

So quite like the one you had been in ?

Oh yes,

That was what most of the houses were like at that time, two up and two down.  But church cottage was semi detached because Ella Luke lived in the other end of it.

Did you clean the church  when you were at Church Cottage ? 

Aha I did .

Did you work anywhere else ?

Yes  over at Cuil at Coutts’s  

Did you walk there ?

No they came for me  sometimes and sometimes it was wee Paul.  One day he said “this is a great car you don’t need to hold onto the steering wheel”.  It was one of those Imps.  Oh! Oh! my goodness.

Did you got on well with them ?

Oh Aye

Can you remember about Cuil  ?

You went in the front door and to your left and right there were rooms, and you went along the passage there was another wee room.    Then there was the kitchen a great big room with a window that looked down towards Isobel’s.

There was a big room running along like above the kitchen.  She had a big sitting room up there, with her piano and that in it (laughter – the joke ??).  And then there was another stair where the boys where.  Three rooms up there.

So that was it till we went to Kilmorich.

When was that ?

Fifteen years ago.

Fifteen years ?

Fifteen years this  Christmas.  Its fifteen years next month since Willie died. He died in March.  
