Cuil Beag

Built by Peter Luke in 18?

His daughter Catherine (Kate) lived there, then was in Lochgilphead and with her sister in Rothesay.

John (Jake) Speirs his wife Catherine(Kate) and 5 children came to Cuil Beag in May 1937 (the youngest son Hugh was 8 months old.  Some years later a daughter was born (Elizabeth) but sadly lived only for 1 month.

Kate Luke came back to live with the Speirs and died there and is buried at Clachan.

Where the garage is, the McNicols were the crofters, where the fireplace, the chimney can be seen.  I don’t know when it would be knocked down.

The cottage had no water, but just before the war or maybe later a kitchenette, with toilet off it, was added thus giving cold water.  Late 1958 or early 1959 the open range was removed and an open fire with back boiler,giving hot water.

In 1966 Jake having lost his wife moved to live with his daughter at Strathlachlan.  Alex was now married and took over tenancy.

Late 1967 the small room off the livingroom was made into the bathroom, WC and washbasin, the old toilet was shelved for use as a larder/store, the rooms were all lined.

It has been lying empty since April 2004.

Information given by Jenny Speirs, now living in Inveraray. 2007

