Cuil Beg/Beag

Occupied c1840 – 1870 by Alex McVicar and family.

He died in 1876.

Peter Luke and his family were living there by 1881 cencus.  They had moved from Dundarave.  His parents lived at Cuil Cottage.

The house next to this (also called Cuil Beg) was occupied by Peter McNicol and his wife Mary. (Mary was a McKellar).  Peter McNicol was an army pensioner (A&S Highlanders).  He died in 1883 and his son in 1887 (suicide).  Mary McNicol died at Cuil Beg in 1907 and the house was gradually to fall into ruin.

Peter Luke’s wife Janet Dewar died in 1891 and Kate Luke (eldest unmarried daughter) returned to look after the family.

Around c1900 the Green Tin roof was added to the house, until then it had a thatched roof.  I was also told some of the stones from McNicol’s house were used to repair the byre.

Peter Luke died in 1905.  His son Duncan (who was my grandfather) name was recorded as the tenant but continued to live at Clachan Beg with his wife and son.  Kate Luke at Cuil Beg – her youngest sister married in 1908 and went to Bute.

By 1939 Kate would appear to have been suffering from dementia and died in 1941 following a stroke.

Information by Marion Luke, 2007.

