Dundarave Cottage – Interview with Liz and Rab Petrie conducted by Dot Chalmers on 7th of March 2008
Liz - We moved here in 1991, the first time.  We stayed here for a year and then went back to stay in Gargunnock but we kept contact with Miss Crossland and the house.

Dot- Gargunnock, where is that?
Liz- Six miles west of Stirling

Dot- Oh right.

Rab- We came up every weekend.

Liz- We came up at the weekend for about seven years and then Robert left his firm, he worked for a firm in the Forestry.  He left, retired from that, and then he came and worked for Miss Crossland in the garden in 1999.

Dot- So who is Miss Crossland?
Liz- She was the owner of the house.  She’s dead now.  She died just in March there.  She stayed in Glen Shira in ___
Dot- So Rab came to do the gardens there?
Liz- Yes, he used to do the gardens at the weekend when we came up every weekend, and he still carries on with gardening at the house up there, and this house has been left to two cousins.  So, Robert still does the gardens.
Dot- So you moved here permanently in 1999?  And what made you move here?  Why would you want to come here?
Liz- Well, Miss Crossland was quite keen to have us come and stay, and Robert to look after the gardens and he was a bit fed up with his job anyway.  So that is why we came.

Liz- You come up in the porch door and then you come to a double door and through that and to the left is a bedroom.  And we just installed a stove, a multi-fuel stove in it.  And you come from there to the first door on the left, that is the kitchen. Double glazed window there, it was a steel frame but it was changed.  And then you come through the kitchen, turn left, and come into the living room.  Come through the living room, and in to the back of the living room, through that door, and on the right is a bedroom.  And that room had just a year ago, it had to have double glazing.  Come through there and to the right is a bathroom, and it’s been double glazed as well. It used to be steel framed windows.  And then there is a cupboard there with two sliding doors for linen, and brushes and stuff.  And that’s what the house consists of.

Dot- The bathroom, when you came here, has it been changed at all.  Was there a bath in it?

Liz- Yes. It would be installed when the extension was built in the 50’s.

Dot-So the new extension was this bedroom and the bathroom.  And you think that was in the 50’s.  Would it have been an indoor bathroom from then?
Liz- Yes.  Mrs. Weir lived in Dundarave Castle and Miss Crosland was very friendly with her.  So when Mrs. Weir was selling up the castle Miss Crosland asked if she could buy the cottage.  So she bought the cottage in the 80’s, the early 80’s. I would say.  She built the porch on?

Rab- Just after she moved in.

Dot- So that was still in the 80’s.  
Liz- In the 80’s yes.

Dot- So John’s put in the wood burner in the bedroom to the left.  Is everywhere in the old part of the house wood panelled?  
Rab- Yes

Dot- Even in the kitchen?
Liz- Yes.  Everywhere.  Some people came along and they were looking for a B&B. They had been to the tourist information but I think they came in the wrong direction.  And then they came to our door and they said something about B&B and I said no sorry we don’t do B&B.  And they said, oh that’s a pity.  
Shehani Fernando - Yes you should.  You have room for it.

Liz- Once we get it organized.

Rab- ____________________ since we came here.
Dot- So when was it that you put the units in?

Rab- Oh, when was that? It was my mother’s old ones.

Liz- It was after we moved in.  Was it not, or before?
Rab- It was before we came up in ‘99.

Liz- It would be about 1995 I think we put that in.
Rab- It was just shelves that were in it. 

Dot- It was just shelves.

Liz- Yes, shelves and a table.  

Rab- A table, a wee table.

Dot- That’s worked out, hasn’t it.

Rab- It’s fine.  Isn’t it.
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