JS Site Visit Notes: Cairndow, Friday September 28, 2007

Laglingarten Cottage 

This cottage belongs to Eric and Mary Curtis. The date of the house appears to be 1850-60, this is assumed from the detailing of the sash windows. The house conforms to a standard plan, consisting of a main room and kitchen, central hall and stair, two combed rooms upstairs: which were originally lit by skylights (see photograph of c.1910). The room has a ledged and bead jointed boarded door and mid-20th century art deco chimneypiece and v-jointed boarded ceiling. The kitchen has its original range opening, which has been substantially repaired. A girdle, swee, and kettle can all be found in the kitchen. The panelled doors were introduced by the present owners and originated from Finnieston in Glasgow. The sash windows are not hung, but have catch device which goes into slots in the batten rod (name?). Access to the first byre was gained to the right of the fireplace, down two stone steps.  During recent renovation work the present owners discovered a stone drain which ran across the room in front of the fireplace through the wall. This connected a drain coming from the byre beyond, running downhill past the front of the house. An original mid-19th century stair is present in the entrance hall. The door to the cupboard under the stair is a lined and ledged door; this feature with original hinges is also present on the two first floor rooms. The cottage roof is mid-19th century with sawn rafters and wide sarking boards with some tyveck underlay visible between the boards. The cottage was re-roofed in the recent alterations. 

The cottage is composed of two bays with a slated roof which continues over both bays. The date for the cottage appears to be from 1910. The east stack survives with its steep cope and thatch gate. The west stack has been rebuilt with concrete cope and the roof recovered with felt tiles. Hipped roof dormers with horned sashes and a porch have been added and the west bay window has been renewed with a raised sill. The projecting eaves have been covered with a barge board, plastic rhones, and conductors. 

The rear facade has just one window. The kitchen and stair are lit by skylight and there is a modern window set into the west bay. Beyond the house to the west is a cobbled floor, said to be that of the second byre which includes a coin stone in the paving. Paving stones outside the front of the west bay appear to be of purple Welsh slate (?)They were brought from the Botanic Gardens in Glasgow by the present owners. The two sinks came from the farm.

