MID LODGE

This is Dot Chalmers interviewing Ian Stewart at Here We Are on the 17th of September 2007.

Dot- Hi Ian.  I would just like to know where do you stay now?

Ian- I stay in Mastadon, New Zealand

Dot- Okay, and when were you born?

Ian- 4th of the 4th 1937

Dot- And where were you born?

Ian- Mid-Lodge, Cairndow, Ardkinglas Estate.

Dot- And who were your mother and father?

Ian- My mother, before she was married, was Charlotte Beshford, lady in waiting for Lady Noble.  And my father was the son of John Stewart, a shepherd at Croitachonie.  And my father’s name was James Stewart.  Born in 1906.

Dot- And what can you remember about Mid-Lodge when you were there?

Ian- Mid-Lodge itself which was our house I suppose as far as I was concerned in my younger days.  We would play shinty in the field next door.  We had about 50 hens and cockerels, and a big job at Christmas time plucking them and what have you, and giving them to the neighbours, or selling them to the neighbours.  And my father had fishing net and we used to catch herring and mackerel and the odd sea trout.  When they were there.  Otherwise Mid Lodge was a walk to primary school.
Dot- The house itself, when you went in the front door can you describe what the interior was like.

Ian- Quite difficult really. The rooms, the ceiling was fairly high, because we had mahogany wardrobes in each bedroom and grandfather clock, so they had to be quite high the ceilings.  There was a triplex stove in the kitchen dining room.  Otherwise we were just in the front half of Mid-Lodge and it wasn’t over big I suppose to me.  I couldn’t remember whether it was hot or cold or anything.  All I do know is that one morning we didn’t get out of the door with the snowfall.  It all slid off the roof and blocked the entrance to the house.  But otherwise the house itself, well, not too many around like it here.  I think it had sandstone sills around the windows. But otherwise I couldn’t really tell you.
Dot- How many bedrooms did it have?

Ian- It had just two bedrooms on the bottom half and then there was a top half that was separate.  That was the back flat.  The front half was where my mother and father were.  It was just two bedrooms.

Dot- There was two bedrooms on the bottom on the front side.
Ian- Yes, on the bottom left on the front side.  In the back the kitchen and then that went upstairs. There was an upstairs.  It’s now altered isn’t it?
Dot- Yes

Ian- Is that right?

Dot- So in your house you had a kitchen sitting room?

Ian- Yes.

Dot- Is that when you went in the front door.

Ian- That’s right

Dot- And then two bedrooms to the back

Ian- Two bedrooms to the side. One on either side

Dot- One on either side?

Ian- Yes and a bathroom to the back.  Bathroom toilet to the back.  Yes that’s right.  That was all that consisted of the bottom section of mid-lodge

Dot- And were there any outbuildings

Ian- There were outbuildings, yes.  Outbuildings were a henhouse.  There was a garage workshop with a loft above it at the back of the house.  That was where my father did a few odd jobs.  That was about the buildings outside that I can remember.

Dot- And can you remember who your neighbours were?

Ian- Their were the Corbiuolas.  The ones I remember were Maime Cameron who was Maime Corbuiala and Colette Corubuilas were the ones in the back flat, if you like, at the back part of the house.

Dot- And did they have any children?

Ian- They did have children and I couldn’t tell you just exactly whether it was one, two or three.  I’ve forgotten.

Dot- Did you have a garden.

Ian- Yes, we had a garden.  Yes, I was going to mention that.  We had a garden at the back of the house.  Quite a reasonable garden.  Aye.  It was probably a good garden because we put a lot of seaweed in to it.

Dot- After you were born did your mother work?

Ian- I was a handful so she didn’t work.  To my knowledge she didn’t work.  I can’t remember her working to my knowledge.  She did sewing and mending I think for, I think she did a bit of sewing and mending for Mrs. John Noble.  Christina’s mother.  That’s right.  Originally it was Lady Noble that she was Lady in Waiting for if you like.
Dot- And when did she work?

Ian- In them days she looked after Lady Noble when she first came to Scotland. That’s how she came to Cairndow from Croyden in England to work for Lady Noble.  And she went back to London with Lady Noble when she went to Paris.  And she went to Paris with her.  And that’s how my mother met my father at Ardkinglas Estate.  At some stage, I’m not too sure exactly.

Dot- You said your father worked on the estate, what was that, a joiner?  What would he do?

Ian- I could say really, he was the head joiner I suppose at that stage.  He learned his time, I think he left school somewhere around about 14 or 15 he left school, and he served his time as a joiner with the head carpenter then Wynton was his name.  Wynton, I’m not sure of the Christian name though.  Wynton was the name.  Some of my father’s tools it still has got Wynton on them, _____________it has Wyntons stamped.  And my father learned the trade and virtually worked there, apart from the war years, he spent all his life on the Ardkinglas Estate.
Dot- So had he stayed anywhere else before he stayed in Mid-Lodge?

Ian- That, I couldn’t answer that.

Dot- You said his mother and father stayed at Crotchahonnie. Do you know which cottage that was?
Ian- It’s the one nearest St. Catherine’s.

Dot- Above the road or below the road?
Ian- Well, the old road or the new road?

Dot- The new road.

Ian- Aha, below the new road, yes.  Below the new road.  Just one aside it.  I forgotten the name of the people that were in it, but the Callendars moved into that one. And the one next door.
Dot- The one next door to the Callendars.

Ian- There was one next door to the Callendars.

Dot- When did you go to school?  What age were you?

Ian- Well, primary.  I went to Cairndow School.  I presume I was five. I can’t remember much back then.  I went to school when I was five, Cairndow School, five.  And once I left Cairndow School I went to Dunoon Grammar School. I biked from Mid-Lodge to start with, to St.  Catherine’s, got the Ford Pilot car with Davey Montgomery driving it, and he would take us to the bus at Strachur.  Got the bus from Strachur to Dunoon Grammar.  Usually arriving half an hour late, twenty minutes late, never on time.  But I didn’t do it for long and then I boarded at Strachur for awhile and boarded with Hughey Spears and one or two others from Dunoon.

Dot- So how did you get to Cairndow School?

Ian- We walked most of the time.  Later on we made our own bicycles.  I didn’t have a new bicycle till I started work.  But going to school we just walked.  We called in at The Square and went to school with the Taylor’s and the Manson’s, and just all just went along and had mud fights,  and scrapes, and got told off by different parents.  And what have you.  And our school teacher of course was the one I had right through, was Mrs. Munroe.
Dot- What kind of subjects did you do at school?  Do you remember?

Ian- Well, the only ones I suppose were arithmetic, which I was quite good at, and woodworking.  Won’t go into any other subjects.  But I did study a bit about, learned a lot about the history about New Zealand, which was funny enough, in the geography, as you did study more about the Commonwealth in those days.

And who 

Ian- I was to say, at the school, shall I say, I was there when the school was burned down.  The school fire.  And we didn’t have a phone in the school, and I ran down to the Post Office and Mary Spears was in the Post Office and  I said to her the schools on fire can you ring the fire brigade.  And she looked at me and said I don’t believe you so she went out onto the road to have a look see if there was any smoke.  And I think the fire brigade arrived from Lochgoilhead.  We tried to start the water pump and it wouldn’t start and Inverarry fire brigade arrived, and duly put the fire out.  And so after that we had school in the hall.  That would be about 1950’s?  About 1949, 1950 
So who were your friends at when you were at school?

I think we were all friendly.  I have in my head around about 17 at the school I think total.  We were all friendly in a way. We all played in the playing field.  I thought it was great.  The field was not as it is today.  It only just had a drain through it and a few trees.  It was just boys and girls played shinty, rounders or kicked the ball around, we all joined in.  A team on each side.  And got told off if we got too muddy going into classroom and that.  But I think back on a few things that happened, not a whole lot.  Everyone misbehaves, and if we didn’t misbehave we got told off by the parents of the other child when we are on the way home.

Dot- You said you played shinty; did you play in a shinty team?

Ian- I did.  I played in the Dunoon Grammer School shinty team that won the MacPherson Trophy.  There hasn’t been a good team since.  No, I was one of the players anyway, it was a team effort.  I did play shinty there and after that I just played football in New Zealand.  No shinty at all in New Zealand.  
Dot- Is there not?

Ian- No.

Dot- If there was a special occasion how would you have dressed?

A special occasion, well, we’ll start off with a Sunday at church as a family of three boys we were dressed in a kilt when we went to church.

Dot- Every Sunday?

Ian- Every Sunday.  Well not quite every Sunday.  Sunday was a day of rest.  Not like today where there’s more and more things going on a Sunday today.  But the other special occasion to dress up for was the Christmas tree in Ardkinglas House just before Christmas.  I don’t know when that got phased out, but I always recall as a young child, everyone got a present.  I remember the big tree in the drawing room.  Beautiful drawing room at Ardkinglas House which has got a wonderful ceiling on it.  And, let’s hope it stays like that for years and years to come.  So that was a special occasion as a child.  Getting dressed up, well that was for church. But school we just wore old clothes, patched and what have you, you didn’t have the choice that people have got today.  There was darning and stitching.  And as a pupil in primary school in them days you learned to knit and you learned to darn.  That’s about it as special occasions.  We never went from Cairndow.  Well it wasn’t impossible.  But partly why we went to New Zealand after that was that my father decided for me to do an apprenticeship in Glasgow.  It would cost more for accommodation then you get paid.  That wouldn’t be the case today.  There was no subsides for apprenticeships like there is today.  So that is why my father decided to head for New Zealand.
Dot- Can you remember as a child what your day would be like?  From getting up in the morning what your day would be like?  Can you remember what time you got up in the morning?

Ian- Well usually, in the summertime we often set and ate out in the Loch and I would get up maybe half past five in the morning.  And go and throw a net and get a few mackerel, a few herring, a few dogfish, something like that.  I would put them on the pot and my mother would boil them up and would mash them up and we would feed them to the hens to give the cockerels a flavour for the soup.  That was some days like that but mainly in the summertime.  We went to school we had meals on wheels if you like at primary school.  Becky Manson provided the meals for the time I was at school and they were good meals. We got a square meal in the middle of the day if you like.

So the meals were brought into the schools.

Into the school, the meals were brought into the school.

Dot- So where did she make them?

Ian- She made them, as far as I can recall made them at her own house.

Dot- And when you came home from school did you have dinner then?

Ian- Yes, I can recall my father came home just after 5.  We usually had dinner between 5 and 6.  Just after 5.  In the summertime we went out and played afterwards.  Or quite often we went out on loch on the boat.  As I got older I used to get out and row across the loch to the other side especially to get hazel nuts off the trees.  But it was a very risky thing now that I think of it.  Never had a life jacket on, never.  And I would be out there as a 10, 11 year old, even 9 years old, on my own on the boat pulling in nets and fish.  Nowadays people would scream at you if you did that.
You spoke about you played on the shinty team were there any other pastimes that you had?
I joined in for the Whist evenings in the hall as I got older and was allowed to go out.  And the other one was probably curling in the wintertime when the head ice on the Caspian or the old tennis court at Ardkinglas gardens they used to flood that there.  I’m not sure if it is still there now.

It’s still there.

It’s still there is it?  So we did curling on that.  I used to enjoy going out at night and the flood lights.  Only the Caspian when it froze over.  But that was more or less the best times I had and we just made our own fun playing rounders, playing shinty and football.  And we didn’t worry about how neat the grounds were.  We put up our own goal posts.  And that was it you know.  We even made at Cairndow school - we didn’t have committees like you got today to put up sports facilities -  we made our own goal posts, we made our own jumping bar, we made our sand pit or saw dust pit for long jump.  We entertained ourselves.  That’s just about the sport I was in at that stage.

What experiences do you remember about the war?

My father was in the Home Guard and I can remember them having to go to the Lochgoilhead turnoff and the Ardkinglas turnoff all went to sections for the Glasgow Road and the Home Guard took turns at night on duty there.  And I can remember playing with my father’s rifle.  But he only shared the rifle with someone else.  I cannot remember the other person.  There were two of them.  One rifle for every two.  And they had the Home Guard uniform.  And this rifle when they actually when they went to practice shooting with it, it didn’t work.  It didn’t work.  Now my father told me this, I didn’t know it at the time.  But he was in the Home Guard for awhile and after that he went into the National Fire Service in Glasgow.  But during the latter part of the war when the American became involved, I’m not sure which fleet it was, but woke up one morning, and Loch Fyne just had battleships and destroyers of that type anchored off in the water in the morning.  And at night time they had live landing  barges.  The troops would land on shore on the Ardkinglas Estate at Ruemore and Ardno.  And they just knocked the fences down and had night fires and blanks and what have you.  And I can always recall the noise at night.  Not sure which year that was.  And the American fleet had all the food.  And we got oranges, we hadn’t seen so many oranges, and what have you.  They just had so much to give us.  How long it lasted I couldn’t say.  But the American’s came into the war at the end of a period, but then they were there, I don’t know how long, not too long.  I think they were on route to somewhere else.  As I child I can recall seeing when they cleaned it up at the end, all the barbed wire and bits and pieces on the fields.  They had the first D8 Caterwood (?)  bulldozer, I had ever seen, yellow.  Well it was not yellow actually; it was army colours on it.  I had never seen a bulldozer like it before.  ______________________. Otherwise I recall the last war, the end of the war, that’s about it.  And of course there were the land miles that landed.  One landed in the field outside Ardkinglas.  I know about that.  And the horses, it didn’t kill the horses, they were lying down.  But it took the branches off a couple of oak trees and broke a few windows in The Square.  I know the next few nights after that they thought they might hit the same target again so the people that were in The Square went to stay with other people around the District.  And we had about another two families in our house for two or three nights.  I can recall that happening.  That’s about all I can remember about the war years.
Going back to actual Mid-Lodge how was the house heated or how did your mom cook?

The house was heated on a triplex range which really the heat went through the rest of the house.  It was an open fire but it had an oven at the side the triplex.  And you could put coal or wood on it, and of course every year we got supplied with a ton or two ton of coal from the |Ardkinglas Estate.  And that came in by puffer.  Which came in at high tide.  And when the tide went out, well I have to say I didn’t do much, I was quite young at the time, but their were tractor trailers and lorries and that took the coal around and dumped it at the big house and all the different houses of the people who worked on the estate.  So most of our heating was from coal in the wintertime. And a bit of wood to supplement.  That was the heating we had.

And the lighting?

The lighting, well it was the old Tilly lamp.  I always remember the Tilly lamp.  I suppose we had candles but definitely the Tilly lamp.  That put a lot of heat into the room, the Tilly lamp.  It was kerosene and it warmed the room up.  Probably a bit of smoke at times.  But later on my father made a water wheel and the shute at Mid Lodge.  He made a chute and decided that he was going to put an old car generator on a drive from the water wheel shaft and had the chute went in below the bridge of Mid Lodge from a wee dam just above the bridge.  And he made the water wheel out of two marker disks that the landing craft used.  They were brown disks probably about 4 feet diameter around.  They were used by the landing craft at night and the Americans left them there and my father got two of these disks. And made the water pedals in between the disks and put a shaft in, I can recall that, and had batteries to store the power, it was only 6 volt, and it was enough lighting to give lighting in the house form the water wheel which was going most of the time there was water in the burn.
Can you remember what sort of date that was?

That was just about at the end of the war I think. Because I think the Americans left just before the end of the war.  And my father made that water wheel round about 1944.  I was only seven so I just remember.

You mentioned earlier that you had a bathroom in the Mid Lodge, how did you get into the bathroom#

You came from the dining living room in the middle of the house and went through the bathroom cum kitchen as I recall it. And the bath was partly covered over with a bench.  There was an old sink bath that you set like in a chair at the end of the bath and it filled up with water around you.  We didn’t have a shower that often.  We had hot water heated from the coal fire but it was in limited supply.  Otherwise that was the kitchen cum bathroom and then the toilet off it.  A separate cubicle.

So that was behind your living room.

Yes that was behind the living room.  That’s what I can recall of Mid Lodge bathroom.  Yes.  The bath was covered over with a great lump of wood or something and then when you had a bath you lifted that up.  That was the bath in the kitchen.

So you think that wooden thing would have been for washing?

Yes, I can’t recall if that was for hand washed clothes there.  Well they were all hand washed. 

And how was the water heated?
The water was heated with the Triplex coal range stove.  The Triplex, it was an open fire but there was an oven at the side of it and an oven above the fire. It was called a Triplex, and that heated the water.

It actually heated the water or did you have to put a kettle or something on it?

I think it heated the water.  No it couldn’t have.  We didn’t have wet back in them days I don’t think. Now with wood burners, you know.  No, I hadn’t given that much thought there.   I think the water must have been heated, I always remember the kettle was a wee bit out from the Triplex and there was always a kettle sitting on it.
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