Recollections of the Stewart Family who lived at Mid Lodge

1936-1953
By Robert Stewart 27 July 2008

My recollections of living at Mid Lodge from 1940 to1953 are of very happy, enjoyable and memorable times. Some of the highlights are listed below:

1] Walking to Cairndow School in the frost/snow and ice and coming home in the same conditions

.

2] Having the pleasure of being taught by Miss Munroe who also taught my Dad.

3] Witnessing the devastating School fire and fortunately no one was hurt.

4] I assume Mother and Father started living at Mid Lodge from 1936 [after their wedding] until we all immigrated to New Zealand in September 1953 [James and Charlotte Stewart and three sons Ian, Robert and Cameron.]

5] Isha Shaw’s family lived at the rear of Mid Lodge prior to the Kobela family who were living there when we left.

6] The Nobles and the Ardkinglas Estate played a major role in our life at Cairndow eg: The Xmas party and tree, the jumble sale, watching curling on the frozen over tennis court, picking berry fruit, the delivery of coal from the coal boat and learning boy scout and cub skills from Mrs Noble.

7] Father had two boats and it was always fun setting nets in Loch Fyne and catching mackerel and herring.

8] Lighting was supplied from Tilly lamps and candles until Father installed a water wheel driven from the flow of the burn which inturn drove a car dynamo and generated sufficient electricity for Mid Lodge. Mains electricity arrived around1951.

9] Attended Dunoon Grammar School for part of 1953, stayed at Pitman’s boarding house and biked to St Catherine’s to pick up the bus for Dunoon.

10] We were very fortunate in 1950 to own a 1936 Morris eight van, which we took to New Zealand.

11] My Fathers parents lived at Critcheonie, John Stewart [died 25 Oct 1942, age 78] and Mary Stewart [died 6 March 1944, age 81] I remember going up through the woods to visit Granny at Critcheonie.

12] My Father worked on the Estate as a carpenter/joiner. My Mother, who worked for Lady Noble in London, accepted a job to work at Ardkinglas House with Mrs Noble and that is where she met my Father.  

